2016 Annual Record report June 2015 – May 2016 500 words
By the time of publication, the Historic Collections Centre at St Cross Church will have been open for five years! It’s been a very busy and highly rewarding period for academic research, manuscripts workshops, research seminars, teaching support, talks and tours, displays and exhibitions, open days and many other activities.
During the period June  2015 – May 2016, 99 individuals carried out research in Balliol’s archives and manuscripts at St Cross, and there were 1003 additional research enquiries to the archivist. 
The Unlocking Archives series entered its fourth year of cross-disciplinary illustrated talks, open to everyone, about current research in Balliol’s special collections. Nicholas Dennys, bookseller and nephew of Graham Greene, discussed, in conversation with Naomi Tiley, Greene’s longstanding working relationship with his secretary Josephine Reid, reflected in the collection of Greene’s and Reid’s books and papers at Balliol. Dr Rikky Rooksby discussed AC Swinburne’s life and work. Charlie Dawkins, a doctoral student at Merton College, drew on original diaries for a talk on ‘Harold Nicolson, John Reith, and censorship at the BBC in 1931’. In the centenary of his Mastership, Anna Sander spoke about AL Smith’s rich archive and its research potential, particularly for subjects related to the First World War and social and educational movements in England in the early twentieth century. Eleanor Greer returned to Balliol to talk about her work at St Cross last year devising an index of decorative features in Balliol’s medieval manuscripts, and her current post as graduate trainee in the library of Trinity College, Cambridge. Prof. Daniel Wakelin (Bodleian, St Hilda’s) and Anna Sander held a workshop and public forum with undergraduate and postgraduate students from several colleges on problems and practicalities of photographing medieval manuscripts as researchers. Naomi Tiley described curating the spring exhibition ‘'I suppose they thought I was dead': Shakespeare at Balliol in five acts’. Prof Lesley Higgins (York, Canada) spoke about Gerard Manley Hopkins, relating archival material held at Balliol to several other Oxford Hopkins collections. Naomi Tiley’s and Lesley Higgins’ talks were recorded and can be viewed via the Voices from Oxford website.

The first spring public open weekend at St Cross (2015) saw an exhibition of the newly acquired and catalogued Cherry Record Collection of Josephine Reid's papers relating to Graham Greene, curated by Naomi Tiley and Anna Sander, and the second (2016) ‘'I suppose they thought I was dead': Shakespeare at Balliol in five acts,’ curated by Naomi Tiley and Dr Adam Smyth. Nearly 400 people visited St Cross and the Swinburne exhibition curated by Dr Rikky Rooksby and Fiona Godber during Oxford Open Doors open weekend in September 2015. St Cross reprised its 2013 role as a popular venue for the 2016 Holywell Manor Festival, hosting talks by alumni throughout the day, as well as current students acting scenes from Shakespeare.
An exhibition of medieval manuscripts, on the themes of music and medicine, mounted by Anna for an evening with supporters of Oxford Emmaus hosted by Prof. Martin Burton and Prof. Tom Melham, was also visited by the Oxford Bibliophiles Society and Dr Elena Lombardi’s Dante class. Hannah Bailey, Adam Smyth and Daniel Tyler have all taught seminars using manuscript material at St Cross again this year, and a talk for History undergraduates preparing for dissertation research in archives will be extended to English students next year as well.

Visitors to the Chapel will have noticed a new publicly accessible display of facsimiles from the archives and manuscripts in the Antechapel – this is changed several times a year, and images and information are duplicated permanently on the archives blog.

Following on from the condition survey of medieval and early modern manuscript codices in 2014, the next essential step in collection care is well underway: over half of the 105 manuscripts needing boxing have been housed in custom measured boxes or folders for the first time, receiving minor cleaning and repairs at the same time.
Library and Archives staff enjoyed working with two funded OUIP (Careers Services) interns again in the summer of 2015: Matthew Main (New College) used his digital photographs of two 17th century Library borrowing registers to report on ‘What Balliol people read between 1677 and 1712,’ and Sophie Lealan (Oriel College) created an insightful virtual exhibition of Francis Fortescue Urquhart’s WW1-era amateur photographs. Anna has since provided specialist training and work experience to several OUIP micro-interns within her ongoing project to digitise medieval manuscripts in response to researcher requests.
Matthew Aiello (Worcester, MSt Medieval English) has been working with Anna during 2016, continuing and improving the database of decorative features in the medieval mss begun last year by Eleanor Greer. He is also using his advanced codicological skill and experience to check RAB Mynors’ collation descriptions of the manuscripts, and has corrected several errors as well as adding substantive information to the online catalogue. 
Abby-Eléonore Thouvenin, a graduate student working toward a professional Master’s specialised in heritage collections at the École nationale supérieure des sciences de l'information et des bibliothèques, Lyon (ENSSIB), gained voluntary experience with Anna in most aspects of curating the archives and manuscripts at St Cross February-April. During her internship she also visited 11 other archives in and near Oxford to see their collections and facilities and discuss practical and professional issues with their archivists, attended relevant graduate seminars and meetings, and worked in the archives at Pusey House.
This report is, as always, only a glance through a busy and productive year’s activities; more details about cataloguing, outreach, exhibitions, student workers, new accessions etc can be found on the Archives & MSS blog, link below.
Balliol’s Historic Collections Centre is open to any visitor or researcher by prior appointment with the Archivist. The next public open days will be 10-11 September 2016, for Oxford Open Doors, during which St Cross will host an exhibition about Balliol Judaica and Jews at Balliol, curated by Prof. Elliott Horowitz (Oliver Smithies Visiting Fellow 2015-16) and Anna Sander.
- Anna Sander, archivist and curator of manuscripts
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